
 
FIRST GRADE LITERACY: BENCHMARK EXPECTATIONS TOWARD MEETING STANDARDS 

Reading: Foundational Skills NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print. 

● Recognizes the features of a sentence: 
the first word in sentence, a capital letter 
and the ending punctuation 

 
 

● Identifies the purpose of punctuation 
and capitalization in a sentence 

● Demonstrates an understanding of  the 
features of a sentence: first word, 
capitalization, and ending punctuation 

 

Demonstrate understanding of spoken 
words, syllables, and sounds. 

● Distinguishes short vowel sounds in 
spoken single-syllable words 

● Orally produces single-syllable 
words by blending sounds 

● Isolates and pronounces initial, 
medial vowel and final sounds in spoken 
single-syllable words 

● Segments spoken single-syllable 
words into individual sounds 

● Distinguishes long vowel sounds in 
spoken single-syllable words 

● Orally produces  single-syllable and 
final -e words by blending sounds 

● Distinguishes long from short 
vowel sounds in spoken 
single-syllable words 
 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 

● Decodes regularly-spelled 
cvc words (ex. cat, sit) 

● Knows that every syllable must have a 
vowel sound  

● Reads 25 grade one sight words 

● Decodes words with common 
consonant digraphs 

● Decodes regularly-spelled 
cvcc words (ex. ball, honk, sank, cats) 

● Reads 75 grade one sight words 
 

● Decodes words with final -e and 
common vowel teams that produce 
long vowel sounds 

● Decodes two-syllable words by 
breaking the words into syllables  

● Reads words with inflectional endings 
(-s, -ing, -ed) 

● Recognize and read all grade 1 sight 
words  

Reading: Literature and Informational 
Text 

NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text.  

● Answers questions about texts  
 

● Asks and answers questions about 
texts 

● Uses key details to ask and answer 
questions about texts  

Retells details from a text and 
demonstrates understanding of central 
message/lesson or main topic.  

● Identifies characters, setting, and events 
from a text 

● Retells what happened in sequence 
 

● Retells the important actions/events 
using transition words 
that happened in sequence 

● Identifies problem and solution 
● Identifies a lesson learned in a story 
● Identifies the main topic and retells 

key details 
 

● Retells stories and includes the central 
message/ lesson 

● Identifies the main topic and retells key 
details  
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Describe the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 

● Identifies individuals, events, ideas, and 
pieces of information from a text  

 

● With prompting and support, 
recognizes similarities and differences 
between  individuals, events, ideas, 
and pieces of information from a text 

● Recognizes similarities and differences 
between  individuals, events, ideas, 
and pieces of information from a text 

Identify the meaning of  words and phrases 
in text.  

● Identifies words or phrases in a text that 
suggest feelings 

● Uses picture clues to help identify 
unknown words or phrases 

● Uses text features to help identify words 
and phrases 

● Identifies words or phrases in a text 
that suggest feelings 

● Identifies words or phrases in a text 
that suggest feelings 

● Uses context clues to help identify 
unknown words or phrases 

Know and use various text features to 
locate key facts or information in a text. 

● Recognizes the difference between 
fiction and nonfiction texts 

● With prompting and support, uses 
headings, table of contents, 
glossaries and index to locate key 
facts or information in a text 

● Uses headings, table of contents, 
glossaries and index to locate key facts 
or information in a text 

Identify who is telling the story at various 
points in a text.  

● With prompting and support, identifies 
who is telling the story 

● With prompting and support, identifies 
who is telling the story 

● With prompting and support, identifies 
dialogue in a text and who is doing 
the talking 

● Identifies who is telling the story. 
● Identifies dialogue in a text, who is 

doing the talking 
● Identifies character’s voice (excited, 

sad) 
 

Use illustrations and details in a text to 
describe its characters, setting, events or 
key ideas.  

● Uses illustrations to describe the 
characters, settings, events  

● Uses illustrations to describe key 
ideas 

● Uses illustrations to describe the 
characters, settings, events.  

● Uses illustrations to describe key idea 
 

Identify the reasons an author gives to 
support points in a text.  

● Identifies supporting details about the 
topic  

● Identifies the reason an author wrote 
a text 

● Identifies the reason an author wrote a 
text 

● Identifies supporting details about the 
topic  

 

Compare and contrast the experiences of 
characters in stories in two texts or two 
texts on the same topic. 

● With prompting and support,, compares 
and contrasts the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories 

● With prompting and support, identifies 
basic similarities and differences 
between two texts on the same topic 

● Compares and contrasts characters 
and their adventures 

● Identifies basic similarities and 
differences between two texts on the 
same topic 
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Read literature and informational texts of 
appropriate complexity for grade level 
benchmark. 

● Reads grade level text accurately 
● With prompting, uses word-solving 

strategies (e.g., picture clues, sounding 
out) 

● Uses context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition 

● Begins to read in short phrases 
● Begins to attend to punctuation 

● Reads grade level text accurately with 
some expression 

● With prompting, uses word-solving 
strategies (e.g., picture clues, 
sounding out, chunking, back up and 
reread, etc. 

● Uses context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition 

● Reads in short phrases most of the 
time 

● Attends to punctuation most of the 
time 

● Reads grade level text accurately at an 
appropriate rate, with some expression.  

● Uses word-solving strategies (e.g., 
picture clues, sounding out, chunking, 
back up and reread, etc.) 

● Uses context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition 

● Reads in longer phrases most of the 
time; adjusts rate when necessary. 

● Attends to punctuation most of the time 

Writing and Language NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Communicates ideas in writing.  ● Write narratives in which they recount 
two or more appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details regarding 
what happened, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide some 
sense of closure 

● With guidance and support from adults, 
recall information from experiences 

● Write informative/ explanatory texts in 
which they name a topic, supply some 
facts about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure 

● With guidance and support from 
adults,  gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question 

● Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or name the book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply a reason for the opinion, and 
provide some sense of closure 

Demonstrate command of the grade-level 
conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

● Prints all upper- and lowercase letters. 
● Uses common, proper, and possessive 

nouns 
● Uses frequently occurring adjectives 
● Uses personal, possessive, and 

indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, 
them, their, anyone, everything) 

● Uses determiners (e.g., articles, 
demonstratives) 

● Uses singular and plural nouns with 
matching verbs in basic sentences 
(e.g., He hops; We hop) 

● Uses verbs to convey a sense of past, 
present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I 
walked home; Today I walk home; 
Tomorrow I will walk home) 

● Uses frequently occurring 
conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, 
because) 

● Produces simple and compound 
sentences 

● Uses frequently occurring prepositions 
(e.g., during, beyond, toward) 

Demonstrate command of the grade-level 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

With prompting and support: 
● Capitalizes dates and names of people. 
● Uses end punctuation for sentences 
● Uses conventional spelling for words 

with common spelling patterns 
● Spells untaught words phonetically 

With prompting and support: 
● Capitalizes dates and names of 

people 
● Uses end punctuation for sentences. 
● Uses conventional spelling for words 

with common spelling patterns 
● Spells untaught words phonetically. 
● Uses comma in dates and to separate 

single words in a series 

With prompting and support: 
● Capitalizes dates and names of people 
● Uses end punctuation for sentences 
● Uses conventional spelling for words 

with common spelling patterns 
● Spells untaught words phonetically 
● Uses comma in dates and to separate 

single words in a series 
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Speaking and Listening NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 1 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups. 

● Participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speaks audibly and takes turns to speak 
with multiple exchanges 

● Actively participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speaks audibly, expresses ideas 
clearly and and takes turns to speak 
with multiple exchanges 

● Actively participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speak audibly, expresses ideas clearly 
and listens with care, and takes turns 
to speak with multiple exchanges 
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